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STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Standards Committee held in the 
Georgian Room, Kendal Town Hall, on Tuesday, 15 April 2014, at 2.00 pm. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 

Giles Archibald 
Brenda Gray 

 

John Holmes 
Janette Jenkinson 

 

Andy Shine 
 

Parish Members 
 

Robert Judson 
 

Colin Westworth 
 

  
 

Officers 
 

Simon McVey Assistant Director Policy and Performance 

Debbie Storr Director of Policy and Resources (Monitoring Officer) 

Paul Rogers Assistant Democratic Services Officer 

 
Also in attendance at the meeting was David Tweddle, Independent Member. 
 

S/22 MINUTES  

 
RESOLVED – That the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the 
minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8 October 2013. 
 

S/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were made. 
 

S/24 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  

 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that there were no items in Part II of the Agenda. 
 

S/25 COMPLIMENTS, CUSTOMER FEEDBACK AND COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 

FROM APRIL 2013 TO MARCH 2014  

 
The Assistant Director Policy and Performance presented a report which updated 
Members on the number of compliments received during 2013-14. 
 
In noting a very positive report, it was suggested that it would be useful if the total 
number of transactions could be included in the report which would then put the 
total number of complaints into context. The Assistant Director Policy and 
Performance informed the Committee that he would ensure that future reports 
would be populated with that information. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
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S/26 STANDARDS ARRANGEMENTS AND ANNUAL REPORT 2013/14  

 
The Director of Policy and Resources (Monitoring Officer) presented the Council’s 
Standards Arrangements and Annual Report 2013/14. She updated Members on 
the number of complaints that had been received and that there had been no formal 
referrals for investigation. 
 
In considering the standards arrangements, Members were generally satisfied with 
the procedure being used (Appendix 3 (1)) to the report refers. 
 
On the question of District Council Members, it was suggested that a cross party 
representation would provide a more equitable base. The Director of Policy and 
Resources (Monitoring Officer) reminded the Committee that the District Council 
membership had to be politically balanced. With that in mind, the political group 
leaders would need to be in agreement with that change.  
 
Reference was made to the number of Standards Committee meetings being held 
in the year. It was suggested that in view of the current work load, the number of 
meetings could be reduced to two meetings with one being held in April and one in 
September with flexibility for ad hoc meetings if necessary. Discussion ensued 
regarding the possibility of evening meetings being held.  
 
Members were reminded that Parish and Town Councils were offered training with 
regard to Standards procedures. In noting this, some Members suggested that it 
would be useful to remind Parish and Town Councils of the Standards Committee 
procedures and protocols and where to find them on the South Lakeland District 
Council’s website. 
 
RESOLVED – That 
 
(1) the Annual Report 2013-14 be approved for referral to Council; 
 
(2) Parish and Town Councils be informed of the Link to the South Lakeland 
District Council’s website which sets out the Standards Committee procedures and 
protocols; and 
 
(3) it be recommended to Council that the number of Standards Committee 
meetings per Municipal Year be reduced to two, to be held in September and April.  
 

S/27 STANDARDS COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME  

 
The Director of Policy and Resources (Monitoring Officer) presented the Standards 
Committee Work Programme 2013 to June 2014. She informed Members that 
additional elements to the programme would be 
 

• To raise the profile of the Standards Committee with Parish and Town 
Council’s. 

 

• To request Members of the District Council who attend Parish and Town 
Council meetings to remind them of Standards Committee procedures and 
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protocols and where to find them on the South Lakeland District Council’s 
website. 

 
Following the previous Agenda item, the Work Programme would be timetabled 
around two Standards Committee meetings a year. The revised Work Programme 
would be recirculated to Committee Members. 
 
RESOLVED – That subject to the additional elements, the Work Programme be 
noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 3.10 pm 


